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FABRICATOR APPLICANT

Please read all the attached materials carefully to avoid delays in processing or rejection
of your application.

The contents of this application package includes the section of the Los Angeles Municipal
Code requiring fabricators to be licensed, the public information bulletin describing the
procedures for making an application for approval, the application form, a list of personnel
who may be contacted for additional information, a list of reference materials required to
be in the fabricator’s possession and an example of the required notification form.  It is
suggested that the applicant make copies of the two included forms to use as drafts.

Fabrication shops located within the Los Angeles city limits must comply with all zoning
requirements of the City.  While each application will be reviewed on an individual basis
for zoning compliance, most fabricators will be restricted to the M-1, M-2 and M-3 zones.

Your application for Fabricator Approval will only be processed if all eight (8) items listed
in Information Bulletin P/BC 2001-41 (attached) are completed.  The requested information
should be on eight separate tabbed sections.  We will also accept the submitted
information on a 3½” floppy disk or CD-ROM form. 

Your completed submittal and fee should be sent to:

Department of Building and Safety
Materials Control Section
221 N. Figueroa St., Ste. 1540
Los Angeles, CA 90012

If you have any questions regarding your application, please contact one of the Materials
Control inspectors at the following numbers:

Walt Lauderdale .................... (213) 482-0386
Akber Khan ......... ..................  (213) 482-0389
Larry Preul .............................  (213) 482-0385

Clerical (Gen. Info.) ...............  (213) 482-0380

Fax Machine ...............  (213) 482-0394



City of Los Angeles
Department of Building and Safety

APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL AS FABRICATOR

Circle Applicable Fee BelowFile No.

Fee for Original
Application

Fee For Additional
Branch Plants

Fee For Renewal
Main          Branch

Fee For Modification
Major                Minor

Fabricator $800.00 $450.00  Each $600.00         $175.00 $450.00             $150.00

One Time Approval - Unlicensed Fabricator   $250.00 Welding Procedures   $50.00  Each

INSTRUCTIONS
1.  Please print or type entire form.  (Submit original applications and modifications in duplicate.)
2.  A check or money order for the amount shown in the above schedule shall be submitted with this application.  Checks should
     be made payable to the Department of Building and Safety.  (Checks drawn on foreign banks are not acceptable)
3.  Address all communications to Department of Building and Safety, Materials Control Section, 221 N. Figueroa St., Room
     1540, Los Angeles, CA 90012.   You may reach us by phone at (213) 482-0394.

Applicant's Name and Mailing Address

Telephone (Area Code & No.) _________________________

Fax  (Area Code & No.)  _____________________________

Name and Address of Facility if other than Applicant's

Telephone (Area Code & No.) ___________________________

Fax (Area Code & No.) ________________________________

Request:

Address and Telephone Number of Facilities Other than Above

Applicant must read the following statement before signing this application
The undersigned applicant for approval as a Fabricator, being owner or corporate officer, agrees to reimburse the City of Los
Angeles for all inspection charges at the rate of $75.00 per hour, plus travel expenses and supplemental fees at the rate of
$75.00 per hour, imposed by Section 96.204(b) of the Los Angeles Municipal Code and applicable to the subject facilities.

 X   _______________________________________________   ________________________________   ______________
        Signature of Owner or Corporate Officer, including title       Print Name       Date

Fee Due

DEPARTMENT USE ONLY

Fee Verified

Date

LADBS-App.24 (5/2003)                                                                                                                                                                                   www.ladbs.org

VALIDATION



DIVISION C –  FABRICATOR APPROVALS

SEC. 96.200. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE.

It is the purpose of this division to safeguard the life, health, property and general welfare of the people of this City
by regulating work performed at locations other than construction sites which work, if performed at such construction
sites, would be subject to certain inspection requirements of the Los Angeles Municipal Code.

SEC. 96.201. DEFINITIONS.
(Amended by Ord. No. 171,175, Eff. 7/25/96.)

The following terms are defined for purposes of this division.
DEPARTMENT. The Department of Building and Safety of the City of Los Angeles.

GENERAL MANAGER. The General Manager of the Department

PERSON. Any natural person and any firm, association, partnership, corporation or other business entity.

TYPE I FABRICATOR. A person who, at a place or location other than the site of a particular building or structure
to be erected or under construction in the City of Los Angeles, performs work which:

1. If performed at such construction site would be subject to the inspection requirements of Section 91.1701
of the Los Angeles Municipal Code; or

2. Is required by a provision of Article I, Chapter IX, of the Los Angeles Municipal Code to be performed by
a Type I Fabricator.

TYPE II FABRICATOR. A person who, at the place or location other than the site of a particular building or
structure to be erected or under construction in the City of Los Angeles, performs work which if performed at such
construction site would be subject to the inspection requirements of Sections 91.108, 93.0304, 94.0306, or 95.0305
of the Los Angeles Municipal Code.

APPROVAL. A written authorization issued to Type I and Type II Fabricators pursuant to the provisions of this
division containing the name of the fabricator and the exact facility or physical plant where the work that is subject
to these provisions will be performed.

SEC. 96.203. SCOPE AND EFFECT OF APPROVALS.
(Amended by Ord. No. 171,175, Eff. 7/25/96.) 

An approval issued pursuant to this division shall constitute authorization for the persons named therein to perform
work as Type I or Type II Fabricators at the locations designated therein and shall constitute authorization to utilize
the work so produced without the inspections thereof which, if such work were performed at the construction site
of a building or structure in the City of Los Angeles, would be required by Sections 91.108, 91.1701, 93.0304,
94.0306 and 95.0305 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code, provided, however that any Type I Fabricator who
performs work described in Section 91.1701.9 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code shall not be exempt from the
inspection requirements of that subsection.

No approval issued pursuant to the provisions of this division shall be construed as authority to violate any law or
regulation applicable in the City of Los Angeles, nor shall such approval be construed as having any effect
whatsoever upon the laws or regulations of the State of California applicable to contractors.

SEC. 96.204. ISSUANCE OF APPROVALS – PROCEDURES.

(a) Applications. Applications for initial approvals shall be made on forms provided by the Department, which forms
shall include a statement that the applicant agrees to pay all inspection charges imposed pursuant to Subsection (i)
of this section. No application will be accepted unless accompanied by the appropriate fee as hereinafter set forth,
which fee is unrelated to the inspection charges imposed pursuant to Subsection (i) of this section. (Amended by
Ord. No. 165,310, Eff. 12/31/89.)



(b) Fees. (Amended by Ord. No. 171,175, Eff. 7/25/96.)* A fee of $800.00 shall accompany each application for
approval and a renewal fee of $500.00 shall accompany each application for renewal. A fee of $450.00 shall be
charged for the approval of each branch plant and shall be in addition to fees required for the main fabricator plant.
A renewal fee of $175.00 shall be charged for the renewal of each branch plant in addition to the main fabricator
plant. A fee of $450.00 shall accompany each application for a major modification (includes changes in a quality
control system or key management personnel) and a fee of $ 150.00 shall accompany each application for a clerical
modification. A fee of $ 250.00 shall accompany each request for acceptance of a material fabricated by an
unauthorized fabricator.

Such request will be accepted only once from any individual fabrication company. Inspection and travel charges shall
be the same as those charged to an applicant seeking to become an authorized fabricator.

EXCEPTION: An unlicensed fabricator who has filed a complete and acceptable application and submittal requesting
to become an authorized fabricator and has paid the application fee may submit additional requests provided:

1. A separate application is made for each request, and

2. A fee of $ 250.00 accompanies each request.

The fees for approval of new fabricators include four hours of Departmental processing time. The fees for major
modifications of fabricators, and for approval of a branch plant include four hours of Departmental processing time.

The fees for a material fabricated by an unauthorized fabricator includes two hours of Departmental processing time.
The fees for renewals and minor modifications include three hours and one and one-half hours of Departmental
processing time respectively.

The applicant shall agree in writing, as part of the application, to pay supplemental fees at the rate of $75.00 per hour
to cover the time of processing which is in excess of the time provided for in the approval, renewal or modification
fee specified in this section. Processing shall include those activities directly related to the approval of fabricators
for which an application has been made and shall include all research, review, investigation, plant inspection, travel,
correspondence, clerical and consultation time pertinent to the application. The Department may require an estimated
supplemental fee to cover the cost of time and travel expense which shall be paid at the time of filing the application
and/or before any travel to plants outside of the State of California; however, the supplemental fee shall be paid in
full prior to final action on the application by the Department.

The fees specified in this section, including supplemental fees, and application fees are not refundable once work
has been performed by the Department, regardless of whether the action taken is approval or denial.

EXCEPTION: Supplemental fees paid in advance, which are in excess of the total actual fees, may be refundable.

(c) Duration of Approval. Any approval issued pursuant to the provisions of this division shall remain valid for a
period of one year from the date of issuance thereof unless revoked by the Department pursuant to the provisions of
this division.

(d) Investigation of Application. The General Manager shall investigate every application submitted pursuant to
Subsection (a) of this section to determine whether the applicant possesses qualifications sufficient to justify the
issuance of the requested approval. In making this determination the General Manager may consider the experience,
education and training of the applicant and his employees; the quality control standards maintained by the applicant;
the equipment and facilities of the applicant; and the physical plant which will be designated in the requested
approval if the same is issued. The General Manager may also consider any other factors pertaining to the
manufacturing processes of the applicant as he may, in the reasonable exercise of his discretion, deem to be relevant.

(e) Action Upon Applications. (Amended by Ord. No. 165,310, Eff. 12/31/89.) If it is determined that an applicant
possesses qualifications sufficient to justify the issuance of the requested approval, the Department shall issue the
same to the applicant. If a contrary determination is made, the application shall be denied and the Department shall
notify the applicant of that action. Such notification shall be in writing and shall specify the reasons for the denial.
Initial applications will expire 12 months after the filing date if the request for approval of a fabricator has not been
cleared of corrections and approved. No approval shall be issued until the application is re-filed and a new fee paid.



EXCEPTION: The Department or the Board may grant extensions of time if an applicant submits in writing sufficient
evidence that unusual conditions or circumstances precluded the approval within the allocated time.

(f) Conditional Approvals. The Department may impose reasonable conditions precedent upon the issuance of
approvals and may include in any approval special conditions deemed necessary to insure that the work to be
performed under such approval will comply with the provisions of Chapter IX of the Los Angeles Municipal Code.
Such special conditions may include, but are not limited to, special quality control procedures and requirements for
specific identification of particular materials. Any special conditions included in an approval shall impose mandatory
duties on the fabricator to comply therewith.

(g) Rules and Regulations. The General Manager shall establish such rules and regulations as he may deem
appropriate relative to the following:

a. The implementation of the investigatory duties imposed upon him by Subsection (d) of this section;

b. The maintenance of standards applicable to the facilities, equipment, employees and physical plants of
approved fabricators.

c. Such other matters as are within the scope of this division.

(h) Inspections. (Amended by Ord. No. 171,175, Eff. 7/25/96.)

1. The General Manager of the Department shall cause to be made such inspections of a fabricator’s facilities,
equipment, procedures, materials and construction sites upon delivery of fabricated products as, in the
reasonable exercise of discretion, shall be deemed necessary to carry out the purpose of this division. Such
inspections may consist of any or all of the following:

Initial Inspections. Inspections conducted prior to the issuance of an approval for which an application has
been made.

Annual Inspections. In-plant inspection at least once a year.

Periodic Monitoring Inspections. Unannounced in–plant inspections of the premises of a fabricator to whom
an approval has been issued.

Job Inspections. On–site or in–plant inspection of fabricated material to be used at construction sites within
the City.

Requested Inspections. Inspections conducted at the specific written request of a fabricator at a prearranged
time and inspections conducted of fabricated material of an unlicensed fabricator.

2. All in–plant inspections of fabrication facilities will be performed by Department personnel, except that an
initial inspection conducted prior to the issuance of a Type I approval applicable to facilities situated more
than 60 miles from the Los Angeles City Hall may, at the election of the applicant, be performed by an
approved testing agency. Such inspection by an approved testing agency, however, will not preclude such
further investigation relative to the application as the General Manager of the Department, pursuant to
Subsection (d) hereof, may deem necessary.

(i) Inspection Charges. (Amended by Ord. No. 165,310, Eff. 12/31/89.)

1. Whenever an inspection is conducted by Department personnel at facilities located more than 60 air miles
from the Los Angeles City Hall, whether such inspection be conducted pursuant to Subsection (d) or
Subsection (h) of this section, or both, the fabricator shall reimburse the City of Los Angeles for the cost
thereof in accordance with the following:

A. Automobile Travel. Mileage at the rate of $.25 per mile for all miles driven, both ways, between a point
60 miles from Los Angeles City Hall to the facilities where the inspection is to be conducted, plus $75.00
per hour for all inspection and travel time for each inspector required.

B. Air Travel. The coach-class fare of a regularly scheduled airline from and to Los Angeles International
Airport and the airport closest in proximity to the facilities to be inspected; the cost of motor vehicle
transportation to and from such airport and such facilities; inspection and travel time at the rate of $75.00



per hour for each inspector required.

C. Per Diem. Per diem at the rate of $35.00 per day for inspections requiring more than eight hours of
combined travel and inspection time.  The cost of lodging and meals required during the combined travel
and inspection time

2. Whenever periodic monitoring inspections, requested inspections, or job inspections are conducted by
Department personnel at facilities or sites 60 air miles or less from the Los Angeles City Hall, the fabricator
shall pay the City of Los Angeles a fee of $75.00 per inspection, per inspector, plus $75.00 per hour for all
inspection and travel time in excess of one hour.

3. The Department may require an estimated travel expense fee to be paid prior to inspection

The initial application for approval, and the renewal application, shall include a statement that the applicant
agrees to pay all inspection charges imposed pursuant to this subsection.

(j) Notification. Prior to fabrication of products to be used within the City, the licensed fabricator shall notify the
Department of all fabrication schedules and delivery dates. (Added by Ord. No. 165,310, Eff. 12/31/89.)

(k) Identification. All fabricated products to be used within the City shall be identified in a manner acceptable to the
Department. (Added by Ord. No. 165,310, Eff. 12/31/89.)

SEC. 96.205. SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION OF APPROVALS.

(a) Grounds. An approval issued pursuant to the provisions of this division may be suspended or revoked upon the
following grounds:

1. The performance of work for which the approval was issued which fails to comply with the applicable
provisions of Chapter IX of the Los Angeles Municipal Code.

2. Failure of the fabricator to satisfy any condition of the approval, or to comply with applicable rules and
regulations established pursuant to Subsection (g) of Section 96.204 of this Code. (Amended by Ord. No.
143,447, Eff. 7/16/72.)

3. Any of the reasons specified in Section 98.0202 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code.

In addition to the foregoing, any approval may be temporarily suspended for failure to reimburse the City of Los
Angeles for inspection costs as required by Subsection (i) of Section 96.204 of this division.



REQUIRED REFERENCE MATERIALS 

Approved fabricators shall maintain a reference library of current codes and specifications available to all
Quality Control personnel.  The Quality Control staff shall be familiar with the contents and use of all
references.  Reference materials shall include, but not necessarily be limited to:

1. The current edition of the City of Los Angeles Building Code.  This is a three volume set based on
the California Building code as modified from the Uniform Building Code.  Volumes 1 & 2 are the
specific code sections. Volume 3 is the Uniform Building Code Standards.

2. Information Bulletins relative to work authorized by the license.    Information bulletins are available
from our website (www.ladbs.org).  Click the Reports and Publications button, then click on
Information bulletins and follow the instructions. Your computer must have Adobe Acrobat Reader
installed in order to access the Information Bulletins

3. ASTM Specifications applicable to materials, identification, tests and standards for materials utilized
in  fabrication authorized by the license.

In addition to the above, Structural Steel & Welding Fabricators shall have current editions of the
following references:

1. Structural Welding Code - Steel AWS D1.1

2. Structural Welding Code - Aluminum AWS D1.2 (if applicable)

3. Structural Welding Code - Sheet Steel AWS D1.3 (if applicable)

4. Structural Welding Code - Reinforcing Steel AWS D1.4 (if applicable)

5. Structural Welding Code - Stainless Steel AWS D1.6 (if applicable)

6. Standard Symbols for Welding AWS A2.4

7. Filler Metal Specifications and other AWS technical manuals pertinent to welding operations,
procedures or processes being done.

8. AISC Manual of Steel Construction  Ninth Edition

 

SOURCES FOR PURCHASE OF REFERENCE MATERIALS

Builder's Book, Inc. 
8001 Canoga Ave. 
Canoga Park, CA 91304 
Phone (800) 273-7375
http://www.buildersbook.com

Building News, Inc. 
3055 Overland Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90034
Phone (310) 202-7775

Global Engineering Documents
15 Inverness Way East
Englewood, CO 80112
Phone (800) 854-7179 or (303) 397-7956
http://www.global.ihs.com

I.C.B.O. 
5360 South Workman Mill Rd.
Whittier, CA 90601
Phone (562) 699-0541
http://www.icbo.org

OPAMP Technical Books
1033 N. Sycamore Ave.
Hollywood, CA 90038
Phone (323) 464-4322

Technical Book Company 
2056 Westwood Blvd.
Westwood, CA 90024
Phone (310) 475-5711



NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR APPROVED FABRICATORS

As required by Section 91.204(j) notification shall be provided prior to beginning fabrication of
products to be used on projects in the Los Angeles city limits.  This notification shall be made
directly to the Materials Control Section at least 24 hours in advance by using the form included
in this information package.

When filling out the notification form it is important to give complete and accurate information
regarding the materials of fabrication and the project where the materials are to be shipped. 

The first line should include a brief  description of the fabrication (i.e. structural frame,
miscellaneous, stairs etc.) and the materials to be used such as; A36 beams and shapes, A 572
Gr50 plate, engineered lumber.

The next line is the street address of the project as shown on the permits issued by the City and
the community within the City where the fabricated items are to be shipped.  An intersection or
area description is usually not enough information, particularly when there may be other
construction projects in the vicinity.  A map giving the community names has been included to
assist you in completing notification form.

The next two lines giving fabrication and delivery dates are important so that the Materials Control
Inspector can schedule site or shop visits as necessary.  A notification form does not automatically
initiate an inspection in the shop.  The reason for a qualified quality control personnel in the shop
is they are the primary source of acceptability for the fabrication.  The materials Control Inspector
has limited time at both fabricating and erection locations to assess acceptability.        

The name of the Licensed Fabricator as it appears on our files and the identification labels affixed
to each fabricated item.  While the fabricator’s license number is required to be on each label, it
is not necessary on the notification form.

The signature line and date shall be completed as a verification that the owner, or principal officer,
of the fabricating facility is aware that this work is intended to be delivered a location within the
Los Angeles city limits and subject to the rules and regulations of the fabricator approval.
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Department of Building and Safety 
Director of Materials Control
221 N. Figueroa St., Ste. 1540
Los Angeles, CA 90012

NOTIFICATION FORM

SUBJECT: NOTIFICATION OF BEGINNING OF SHOP FABRICATION AND/OR DELIVERY TO THE
JOB SITE, PER SECTION 96.204(j) of the L.A.M.C.

This letter is to inform you of our intentions to begin fabrication of _______________________________

_________________________________________________________ to be erected or used at
(Specify type and/or grade of materials)

__________________________________________________________________________________________
(Street address and community)

The starting date for fabrication is __________________________________________

The delivery date(s) to the job site is ________________________________________

____________________________________________________
(Name of approved fabricator)

By__________________________________________________      _____________________
(Owner or corporate officer)         (Date)

NOTE: Notification must be in the office of Materials Control at least 24 hours prior to the beginning of
fabrication and 24 hours prior to delivery of material to the job site. 

If you need assistance please call us at (213) 482-0380

Notification by fax machine is acceptable.  Our fax number is (213) 482-0394




