
 

Effective Monday, April 28 2014, the Los 

Angeles  Department  of  Building  and 

Safety  (LADBS)  and  Los  Angeles  Fire 

Department  (LAFD)  will  implement  a 

streamlined building plan check process. 

With  this  new  process,  many  Fire 

Department  requirements  will  be 

checked by LADBS. 

 The  attached  inter‐departmental 

correspondence  and  LADBS  and  Fire 

Department Plan Check Matrix identifies 

the types of projects that will need only 

LADBS  approval  and  the  types  of 

projects  that will need both  LADBS  and 

LAFD approval.   
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Multiple Family/Condo DBS/FD DBS/FD
Comm/Indust./Institut. DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS/FD
Multiple Family/Condo DBS/FD2 DBS/FD
Comm/Indust./Institut. DBS/FD2 DBS/FD DBS DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS/FD
Multiple Family/Condo DBS/FD DBS/FD
Comm/Indust./Institut. DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS/FD3 DBS/FD3

Multiple Family/Condo  DBS/FD2 DBS/FD
Comm/Indust./Institut.   DBS/FD2 DBS/FD DBS DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS/FD
Multiple Family/Condo  DBS DBS
Comm/Indust./Institut.   DBS DBS DBS DBS  DBS  DBS  DBS  DBS DBS
Multiple Family/Condo DBS/FD DBS/FD
Comm/Indust./Institut.  DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS/FD DBS/FD
Multiple Family/Condo DBS DBS
Comm/Indust./Institut.  DBS DBS DBS DBS DBS DBS DBS DBS DBS
Multiple Family/Condo DBS DBS/FD4

Comm/Indust./Institut.  DBS DBS/FD4 DBS DBS DBS DBS DBS DBS DBS

LEGEND: DBS/FD ‐   Fire Department and LADBS plan check reviews

DBS        ‐  LADBS plan check review including FD requirements 

                ‐  Not applicable

NOTES: * Change in fire‐life safety includes but not limited to change in exiting system, emergency egress locations, and  number of exits, etc.
1
If any contradiction, follow the most restrictive.

2
FD approval is required only if the addition or alteration creates a new dwelling unit or changes the existing exit systems.

3
FD approval is required only for occupancies:  'A' with 100 occupant load or greater, 'E', 'I', or H and TI in mall and airport.

4FD approval is required only from Hydrant Access Unit

Fire Department approval is required per "Building Permit Clearance Handbook" for the following:
Hydrant and Access, Verify Distance to LAFD Truck or Engine Company, Underground Fuel Tank, High Storage Racks, Asbestos Removal, Motion Picture Studios, 

Construction on or Near Oil Wells, Automated Parking Garages and Car Lifts, Supergraphic Signs and Active Methane System, R2.1 and R4 occupancies.

State Fire Marshall Fire Life Safety Projects

LADBS AND FIRE DEPARTMENT PLAN CHECK 1

Plan Check Project Type

Demolition

Addition 
2

Change of use to

Exterior Alterations 
w/  change in Fire‐Life Safety*

Interior Alterations 
w/  change in Fire‐Life Safety*

New

Exterior Alterations 
w/ no change in Fire‐Life Safety

Interior Alterations 
w/ no change in Fire‐Life Safety
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